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Administrative History:  The theatre program began in the English department. On February 19, 1968 the 
Board of Regents approved the Department of Speech & Theatre, which was established on June 1, 1968.  On 
January 1, 1977 the Department of Communication & Theatre formed from the Speech and Theatre 
Department and parts of Mass Communication (including Broadcasting and Cinema). On September 10, 1987 
the Regents approved the separation of Theatre and Communication. The new departments formed were 
Theatre & Dance and Communication & Broadcasting.  
 
Dept. Heads 
Randall Capps  1968-9/16/1982 
J. Regis O'Connor 
William E. Leonard (acting)1983 summer session  
William E. Leonard (acting) 
Richard Scott Stroot  7/1/2001- 
David Young (current in 2014) 
 
Director of Plays 
J. Reid Sterrett   1934- 
Russell Miller    1947-1968 
Mildred Howard 
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Scope & Content 
Records 
UA68.17 Linked to 
Box 1 1 
Chart of Department Name Changes 1968-2014 
Doyle, John 
Faculty 
Theatre Profile at Western Kentucky University, ca. 1984, 1997 
Theatre & Dance (WKU) ca. 1984, 1997, 2014 History 
Alumni & alumnae Description Subjects 
Box 1 2 
Children's Theatre Series, 1988-2001 
Hilltopper Dinner Theatre 
Mainstage Production Record, 1968-1978, 1968-1999, 1968-2002 
Studio Series Seasons, 1989-2002 










Description Subjects Cowboys, Farmers & Young Love - Oklahoma, SOKY Happenings, 2/2012 
Private Lives, Green River Republican, 11/8/1973 
Spotlight . . . WKU, Southern Theatre, Vol. XIV, No. 2, Fall 1970 
Western Will Offer Theatre Programs, Hart County News, 10/26/1974 
WKU to Open Children's Theatre Series, Glasgow Daily Times, nd 
  
Park City Daily News 
26 Attending Short-Study Tour in London, 1/7/1973 
Arms & the Man Now on WKU Stage, 4/5/1989 
Bauer, Angela. British Director Takes Control of Western Stage - John Doyle, 10/8/1997 
Bauer, Angela. Hilltopper Dinner Theater Offers Up Menu of Comic Productions, 6/13/1994 
Bersebach, Paul. Heidi Chronicles, 4/8/1994 
Bersebach, Paul. Ron Temple. 11/18/1993 
Black Reading Hour Set Thursday at WKU, 4/14/1974 
Bowling Green Woman Offers Guidance to Cast of Western Play - Chris Schneider, 9/2/1996 
Carmichael, Alicia. A Timeless Message - The Tender Land, 2/21/2001 
Carmichael, Alicia. Chalk Circle a Solomon Tale, 11/6/2001 
Carmichael, Alicia. Figaro Has a New Face, 11/15/2001 
Carmichael, Alicia. Gondoliers is Perfect Novice Opera, 2/24/2005 
Carmichael, Alicia. Oedipus, 1/23/2002 
Carmichael, Alicia. Old Tale Gets a Primitive Edge - Macbeth, 3/9/2001 
Carmichael, Alicia. Reconstructing Tartuffe, 11/10/2005 
Carmichael, Alicia. Students to Act in Trilogy, 9/27/2007 
Carmichael, Alicia. The Illusion, 9/26/2002 
Carmichael, Alicia. These Actors Dive into Mind, 4/4/2000 
Carmichael, Alicia. Total, Mindless Escape - Paradise Hotel, 9/26/2001 
Carmichael, Alicia. WKU Play begins Tonight - How I Learned to Drive, 9/28/2006 
Carmichael, Alicia. WKU Theater, Dance to Show British Musical - Blood Brothers, 11/9/2006 
Carmichael, Alicia. WKU's Rocky Horror Mixes Stage & Screen, 10/27/2005 
Carmichael, Alicica. A Lovely, Humorous Proposal, 11/13/2000 
Carmichael, Alyssa. Driven to Abstraction, 4/10/2002 
Children's Theatre Production Set, 10/7/1973 
City Students in WKU Play, 10/3/1971 
Craig, Courtney. University, Kentucky Repertory Theater Want Closer Ties, 8/20/2004 
Curtain Rising on Camelot Production Feb. 22 at WKU, 2/8/1990 
For Children, First of 10 Plays to be Presented, 2/27/1974 
Garrett, Angela. Children's Theater Series Begins Today at Western, 8/27/1993 
Garrett, Angela. Western Grad Returning to Reprise Broadway Role - Becky Baker, 10/9/1991 
Harvey, Alyssa. Making a Scene - Oklahoma, 2012 
Harvey, Alyssa. Murder Mayham Musical? - Chicago, 2/20/2002 
Harvey, Alyssa. Musical at WKU Brings Unpublished Piece to Stage - As We Lie Still, nd 
Harvey, Alyssa. The Shadow Box, 4/10/2003 
Harvey, Alyssa. Trojan Women, 4/12/2007 
Harvey, Alyssa. WKU Group Raises Roof on Comedy - HappyGAS, 11/24/1999 
Harvey, Alyssa. WKU Offering Stage Version of Roald Dahl's Hit Giant Peach, 10/11/2007 
Harvey, Alyssa. WKU Theater Department Opening a Window into the Absurd, 4/10/2008 
Hello Dolly, 2/3/1974 
Hunter, Wales, Getting it Right, 6/15/1994 
Hunter, Wales. Group Lullaby, 4/20/1995 
Imel, Joe. Alan Kaestner, Jason Rogers, 6/13/1994 
Imel, Joe. Kathleen McGinnis, 7/7/1995 
Imel, Joe. The Cat Princess, 10/20/2001 
Interpretation Revived at WKU, 9/16/1973 
Jordan, Natalie. Playing Dress Up, 10/31/2007 
Jordan, Natalie. WKU Becomes First to Accredit Arts Programs, 4/12/2007 
Kentucky Theatre Group to Meet at Western, 10/11/1973 
Loftus, Laura. Porter Musical Kisses University's Stage, 11/17/1993 
Loyal, Taylor. Play Time - Girls, Inc. 6/25/2003 
Madrigal Dinners Plant Seed of New Holiday Tradition, 12/8/1985 
Morgan, Stacy. Cuisine, Comedy Combine for Summer Dinner Theater, 5/27/1984 
Muse, Leslie. House of Blue Leaves a Well-handled Play, 11/18/1986 
Nor More Rice Krispies, 2/25/1979 
Pederson, Miranda. Scenes from a Fairy Tale, 11/16/2006 
Plumlee, Mitchell. WKU's Fine Arts Program Crowded, 9/1/2001 
Private Lives, 11/11/1973 
Speech, Theatre Workshop Set at Western, 6/16/1974 
Summer Theatre Simmering, 6/30/1967 
The Diviners Opens Tuesday at Western, 4/2/1990 
Western Players to Present Child's Play, 4/30/1972 
Western to Offer Apprenticeships, 4/9/1967 
Western to Present Topsy-Turvy Play, 9/25/2003 
Wilkerson, Larry. WKU Production of Mame Given Standing Ovation, 1969 
WKU Alumni to Return to Hill with Comedy Routine - Sechs Appeal, 12/1/2005 
WKU Announces Gift, Begins Drive, 11/13/2000 
WKU Dance Company Kicks Off Winterdance Tonight at Miller Theatre, 12/1/2005 
WKU Group Presenting To Gillian, 9/29/1989 
WKU Has Royal Designer for Madrigal Feast - Jackson Keller, 12/6/1987 
WKU Presents Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's Dream Ode to Lovers, 11/6/2009 
WKU Production Draws Enthusiastic Audience, 7/12/1974 
WKU Sponsors Theatre Tour, 10/21/1974 
WKU Students to Present Reading Hour, 7/14/1973 
WKU Theater & Dance Department Tackling Sondheim & Wheeler's Sweeney Todd, 2/26/2004 
WKU Theater Department Taking Audiences to Egypt, 9/20/2007 
WKU, Fountain Square Players Present Aladdin, 8/1/1984 
WKU's Boys Next Door Opens Tuesday, 11/18/1991 
  
Kentucky Theatre Association 
KTA 
King, Martin Luther Jr. 
Masters, Edgar 
Musicals 
Spoon River Anthology 
Box 1 4 
Leonard, William 
McDowell, John, A Syllabus for History of Theatre: Continental, English and American, and Modern Theatres, 
1962 
Russell Miller Library Reserve List 
Syllabi 




Box 1 5 
Arms and the Man performed by Actors Theatre of Louisville, 1976 
Commonwealth Interpretation Festival, 1977, 1978 
Gillespie, Oliver 
Gus Giordano Jazz Dance commemorating Jeffrey Mildenstein, 1991 
The School for Scandal performed by City Center Company of New York, 1973 
Western Kentucky Film Festival, 5/2014 







Speeches, address, etc. 
Theatrical productions 
Description Subjects 
Box 1 6 
Council on Higher Education Baccalaureate Program Review Format: BFA Theatre, ca. 1978 
Enrollment 1979-1984 
Theatre & Dance (WKU) ca. 1978, 1984 Reports 
Statistics. Description Subjects 
Box 1 7 
Faculty evaluations 
Grade distributions 
Theatre & Dance (WKU) 1977 Departmental Meeting Minutes 
Meetings Description Subjects 
Box 1 8 
Completed Alumni Surveys, ca. 1993 
Opening Doors to Your Future, Graduate Accomplishments, nd 
Theatre & Dance (WKU) ca. 1993 Alumni Surveys 




Box 1 9 
Binkley, Kermit 
Caricature of Russell Miller by Mason Ploch, D3619, online at: 
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/stu_alum_papers/104  
Dramatists Play Service, Inc. 
Moody, Val 
Otten, Terry 





















































Macbeth Production Schedule 















Production Concept: Macbeth 
Production Press Release 
Ramsey, Laurel 
Rice, Jordan 
School Day Production Itinerary 





























Description Subjects A Taste of Honey 
Alvord, Ashley 
Asher, Nick 














Famous for 15 Minutes: New Works Festival 













Performance Reports: Furry Tails with a Twist 
Peter 'n the Wolf 
Piggly Wiggly 
Pollatsek, Shura 
Production Meeting Report: Furry Tails with a Twist 
Program Information Worksheet: Facing East 
Program Information Worksheet: Khamaseen 
Program Information Worksheet: The Person I Once Was 
Rainwater, Paula 
Rehearsal Reports: Furry Tails with a Twist 
Sharkey, Robert 
Shinai 




Sturgill, Robert aka Joseph 
Surface, Mary Hall 
Tabor, Stephen G. 
Tabor, Stephen G. 
The Spitfire Grill 
Tutino, Tom 
Weller, Nicholas Stafford 
WinterDance 2010 
WKU Children's Theatre 
Woodall, Rob 
Young, David 
Box 1 12 
Park City Daily News 
Bersebach, Paul. Best Foot Forward, 4/20/1994 
Bratcher, Janice. Western Dancers Get Top Instruction - Henry Danton, 7/6/1989 
Carmichael, Alicia. A Chorus Line, 11/8/2002 
Carmichael, Alicia. Dancing Differently, 4/16/2001 
Carmichael, Alicia. Dream Come True - Masque of the Red Death, 10/10/2001 
Carmichael, Alicia. Outgoing WKU Professor Leads His Students in Diverse Evening of Dance - Stephen 
Stone, 4/22/2004 
Carmichael, Alicia. WKU Dance Co. Annual Performance Begins Today, 4/27/2006 
Dancers Keep on Their Toes, 11/22/1987 
Follow Through on Reporting Arts Events, 11/14/2001 
Grant Gives Western's Dance Company a Unique Opportunity to Work with Professional Choreographers, 
4/25/2002 
Harvey, Alyssa. Alive with Rhythm, 4/24/2008 
Harvey, Alyssa. An Evening of Dance, 4/26/2007 
Harvey, Alyssa. Dancing to Get Away 
Hunter, Wales. Way of Ballet, 6/21/1994 
Imel, Joe. Aspiring Ballerinas, 7/14/1993 
Imel, Joe. Red Death Set to Open, 10/23/2001 
Imel, Joe. Strike a Pose, 2/11/1993 
Muse, Leslie. Western Presentation a Delight for All Ages, 12/4/1988 
Native Dance, 11/19/2003 
Tripping the Light Fantastic, 4/8/1999 
Weaver, LaMar. An Evening of Dance, 4/16/1990 
Weaver, LaMar. Evening of Dance, 4/13/1989 
Weaver, LaMar. Pointed Toes, 4/17/1988 
Wilson, Laurel. Dancer Tells Kids: Follow Your Passion - Jeremy Benton, 2/18/2012 
WKU Presenting an Evening of Dance, 4/24/2003 
  
Native Americans 




Indians of North America 
Description Subjects 
